
JESUS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Adapted from Jesus in the Spotlight by Kay Arthur with Cyndy Shearer 

 
KEY PASSAGE: John 1:35-51 
FOCUS: Casting Call: He Gave the Right to Become Children of God 
MEMORY VERSE: John 20:31 
CATECHISM QUESTION: New City Catechism 

 #30: What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
Receiving and resting on him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
Follow the Leader 
You will need the following: 

● Low Prep 
 

1. Choose one leader or student to be the leader. 
2. Everyone then lines up behind the leader. 
3. Leader will lead the line around the room making up several actions and noises for the rest to mimic.  
4. The students will mimic both actions and noises of leader. 
5. Swap leaders every few minutes. 

 
 
SAY THE FOLLOWING: Was it always easy to follow the leader? Why not? Allow students to answer 
Sometimes it’s hard to follow the leader because the actions were too complicated. Or maybe you were 
too embarrassed to copy the leader’s crazy noises. As hard as it can sometimes be to follow the leader, 
that is exactly what Jesus asks some men to do in today’s lesson. 
 

LESSON 
(Note to teacher: Read/teach the lesson to the students; be sure to allow them enough time to look up verses 

and engage with the Scripture independently. Each student should have the printed Scripture and colored 
pencils. Write the key words/symbols on the whiteboard before class..) 

 
I. Introduction 

“In a movie there are usually lots of cast members. Some play big parts. Some play small parts. But all 
of the cast members are important. As you know by now, Jesus and John aren’t the only two characters in the 
first chapter of John. In John’s Gospel we’ll see how Jesus talks to and helps lots of different people. Let’s find 
out what the first to meet Him in the Gospel said and did.” (p 13, Jesus in the Spotlight)  

As we meet these men in the Gospel over the next several weeks, we’ll be adding to our Casting Board 
up here to help us keep track of the men that Jesus called to follow Him. Today, we’ll meet four of these men. 
 

II. Prayer 
Whenever we study God’s Word, we need to start with prayer. It is only through the Holy Spirit that we’ll 

understand and believe this. Let’s pray together. Pray with students. Pray for their prayer requests too. 
 
 



III. Casting Call 
 

Last week, we learned who one of the supporting actors in our movie is. He was a witness to Jesus. 
Who is it? John the Baptist John the Baptist was specially called by God to be a witness to Jesus, but he 
wasn’t the only one that Jesus was going to call to be His witnesses. 

These witnesses will be called disciples. Do you have any guesses what it means to be a disciple? a 
follower or student of a teacher, leader, or philosopher The word “disciple” comes from a Latin word meaning to 
learn. So these disciples were learners. Jesus called these men to not only be His witnesses but also to receive 
discipline, to learn from Him. This word, disciple, will be one of the key words we look for in our passage today. 
What symbol or color should we use to mark it? Allow students to come up with their own way of marking the 
word.  

Even though many of the key words we’ve been marking are in today’s passage, we’re only going to 
search for two, DISCIPLE and JESUS. Let’s read this together, marking those two words. Then we’ll see if we 
can answer some questions about this section. 

 
Read John 1:35-51 with the students, helping them to mark the key words as you come across them 

 
Now that we’ve marked the key words, let’s see if we can answer a few questions about these disciples. Most 
students will not likely be able to write in the answers during this time. Continue with the lesson and remind 
them that their parents can help them write in the answers later 
 
“John 1:35-36 What did John the Baptist say to his disciples when he saw Jesus? 
 
John 1: 37 What did John’s disciples do? 
 
John 1:40-42 Two brothers met Jesus. What were their names? 
 
John 1:41   What was the first thing Andrew did after he met Jesus? 
 
John 1:43 What did Jesus say to Phillip? 
 
John 1:45 What did Philip do as soon as he started following Jesus? 
 
John 1:48-49 What made Nathanael believe in Jesus? 
 
John 1:50 Nathanael thought what Jesus did was a big deal. Did Jesus think it was?” 
 

(p. 13-14, Jesus in the Spotlight) 
 
As each disciple is mentioned, add his picture to the Casting Board or allow a student to place it 
 
IV. Application 

Great job marking the key words and answering the questions. Jesus called these 4 men, 
Andrew, Peter, Nathanael, and Philip, to follow Him. They believed Jesus and followed after 
Him. If you have your Bible, let’s open up to earlier in John 1. John 1:12-13. God promises 
something to everyone that believes in Jesus. What is it? Allow student to read John 1:12-13 
aloud What is promised? That all who believe in his name become children of God  
 



This promise was bestowed upon Andrew, Peter, Nathanael, and Philip because they believed 
Jesus and followed Him. The same promise is for you. If you believe in Jesus, you will also be a 
Child of God.  

 
 

CATECHISM QUESTION 
 

What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  One of the ways that we can remember and understand the 
answers to these tough theological questions is to memorize catechism questions. We’ve been learning some 
of these from the New City Catechism.  

 
#30: What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
Receiving and resting on him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel 
 

After introducing the question to the children, repeat #30 a couple of times. If you so choose, use the app to 
play the song to review the question/answer.  

STORYBOARD 

“When a director plans a movie, he first creates what is known as a storyboard. A storyboard is a rough 
sketch of each of the main scenes in a movie.” (p. 7, Jesus in the Spotlight) We’ve been working together to 
create a storyboard for the first chapter. If you were to draw a picture that shows the main point of John 
1:35-51, what would it be?  

Ask students to draw a picture of the main theme/events. 
 

IT’S A WRAP! 
 

Good job. You’ve been studying the Bible, John 1, for yourself these last four weeks. “You learned a lot 
of different names for Jesus, which will give you a better idea of who He is. And you met some of the first 
people to follow Him. You’re off to a great start! 

Here’s a fun idea. If you were going to be in the movie, which role would you want to play and why? 
Which person are you most like? Get your friends or family and cast each character in John 1. Now, act it out!” 
(p 14, Jesus in the Spotlight) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Student Page: ___________________________________________ 
Instructions: Use colored pencils or crayons to mark each of the KEY WORDS with its unique symbol. 

 
 

JOHN 1 
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” 
And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



“John 1:35-36 What did John the Baptist say to his disciples when he saw Jesus? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 1: 37 What did John’s disciples do? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 1:40-42 Two brothers met Jesus. What were their names? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 1:41   What was the first thing Andrew did after he met Jesus? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 1:43 What did Jesus say to Phillip? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
John 1:45 What did Philip do as soon as he started following Jesus? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
John 1:48-49 What made Nathanael believe in Jesus? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
John 1:50 Nathanael thought what Jesus did was a big deal. Did Jesus think it was?” 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(p. 13-14, Jesus in the Spotlight) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from Jesus in the Spotlight by Kay Arthur with Cyndy Shearer 


